We successfully garnered over $3.3
million in state and federal public
grant funding for protecting land via
conservation easements!

We “Celebrated our Roots” and
thanked all of our former and current
Conservators, Board Members, Com-
mittee Members and Staff at a first-
ever commemorative luncheon.

Methow Conservancy
2009 - Year in Review
An Incredible Year for Conservation

For the first-time, the Methow
Conservancy participated in
Winthrop’s 49er Days Parade, with
Jerry Laverty's classic truck and, of
course, the youngest members of the
Conservancy team.

Dave Sabold, one of the “Imagine
the Methow” campaign co-chairs,
gave inspiration to the Methow Val-
ley community. The special capital
campaign has raised $16.6 million,
to date, in public and private funds
as well as the value of donated ease-
ments. Equally important is the fact
that the campaign has generated

In May, thelmagine the Methow
campaign sponsored a Methow
Arts “Artist in Residence” Program
for the Methow Valley Elementary
School sixth graders. The students
celebrated what they love about the
Methow Valley and explored the
meaning of place with local poet
Linda Robertson and local print-
makers Laura Gunnip and Emily
Post. The artwork and poems were
shown throughout the Valley dur-
ing the summer. (Jose Dominguez,
Kathryn Bosco, Marty Larsen &
Noble Coleman featured here)

nearly 500 new Methow Conser-
vancy members!

Public funding, along with your dona-
tions, allowed us to complete eleven new
easements this year (a record!), for a total
of 6,326 acres protected since 1996. Of
the 506 acres protected this year, 241
were farmland acres. By protecting farm-
land, the Conservancy keeps land in
farmable condition in perpetuity, helps
local farmers keep farming and hopes to
encourage the community to support local
food production.

A gaggle of Naturalist Retreat students crowd around instructor Ditltsy
during our popular 3-day course.

Instructor, Dana Visalli, shares interesting botani-
cal details with Linda Mendro during a spring-

time outing.

Our Imagine the Methow Campaign for Conservation hosted a dozen More than 500 people joined us at the

neighborhood gatherings this year, and received over 1,400 donations (andVinthrop Barn to enthusiastically kick-

counting)! off (or dance-off) the community-phase
of our Imagine the Methow Campaign for
Conservation.

The Stewardship Program continues to man-

age a multi-partnered grant to enhance habi

tat via beaver relocation. In 2009, the beaver

team moved 24 “nuisance” beavers to eight
sites in the Falls, Beaver, Little Bridge, and
Cub Creek drainages.

We pressed more apple cider than ever this
year at our 8 Annual Cider Squeeze &
Social, and had a fantastic time thanking
you, our members, for all that you do!

The Stewardship crew, along
with a host of volunteers,
caged approximately 400
young riparian trees along the
Methow and Twisp Rivers on
seven different properties this
year. This riparian enhance-
ment project began in 2008
and will continue through
2010.

Land restoration often requires simply get-
ting on your knees and working. Here, staff
and Board members pull invasive weeds on
a unique upper Rendezvous property.

The Sukovaty-Argraves Family placed a con-

servation easement on 42 acres of their ho
stead and farm, known as Crown S Ranch.

Their management-intensive, pasture rotation-
based farm produces organic meat, eggs, and

vegetables.

Author and community activist,
Rick Bassjoined us from

me-

h A flock of Gray-crowned rosy finches takes
flight in the Rendezvous during a crisp, rosy-
cheeked field class.

With the help of many individuals and throug
years of negotiating, a total of 73 scenic and
farmable acres at the Mazama Junction have
been protected. This year, the Conservancy
ensured that a large portion of the eastern half
of the Junction was irrigated and actively
farmed.

Montana for community
programs in Seattle and

Winthrop this December. The
Winthrop event attracted nearly
200 people. Here, Liberty Bell
teacher, Adam Kaufman inter-
views Rick Bass for the large
and festive crowd. (photo at

We deeply
You are wh

The Stewardship Program successfully
monitored 70 conservation easements and
prepared baselines for 11 new easements
in 2009. Many visits included personally
meeting with landowners to discuss, plan
and implement stewardship projects.

eft) (photo at right)

and sinceretizank you for being a part of our amazing 2009.
at makes our work of caring for and conserving the lathe of

Methow Valley possible and we look forward to an extraordinary 2010.



